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?
TO "fiOST PLAIT

Astute Politician Ac¬
knowledges Receiving

Compensation .

$10.000 A YEAR TO
CAMPAIGN FUND

Senator Platt Testifies Before In¬
surance Investigation Com¬
mittee That He Appro¬
priated the Contribu¬
tions For His and
Other Influences.

(By Associated Prose.)
NEW VORK, Nov. 21..John ?. Nich¬

ols, a lawyer, who was quarantine com¬

missioner of the port of Now York from
i'VI to 15£»2. who wrote the lel'tors to Seti-
Htor Chauncey M. Dopew In behalf of hlH
"friend, who usually gets around at this
time of the year," and who,, he wrote,
wo« getting "ramhunctloti«" and needed
help, was the drat witness before the in-
mirane. Investigating: commltt·?·. to-day.
Much Interest had heen aroused by Ihe
Tcadlnp on Friday of the letter written
by Nichols to Senator Depew. The sen¬
ator was not able to remember who Mr.
Nlcnols's friend was.
As shov.-n by vouchers under observa¬

tion by tho committee Friday, Mr. Nlch-
<-.ls received retainers from the Equitable
Life Assnranco Society. When he went
before th«. commltteo to-day he testified
that he had been employed by the Equi¬
table for twenty to twenty-five years un¬
der an annual retainer of $1,000, and said
ho Is still under that retainer. Recently
he was employed by the Mutual Life In-
«urance Company. He snld he was con·
milted by the officers of the Ea.i_Ital.le on
matters ,iot connected with tlie leglsla-
)uro In 1904.
Senator Thomas C. Flatt now arrived,

and vhls entrance created a stir In the
committee rorm. ITe walked In on the
arm of his counsel and leaning heavily on
a cane. He took the witness chair and
¦was sworn.
Senator Platt said that the rtjultable

Society contributed SlO.tOO a year to tne
He-publican oíate campaign fund.
Senator Platt said ihe contributions

were In cash and were sent by messenger
to his office and he turned them over to
the State committee. They were unso¬
licited, he sala.
Senator Platt said that 110.000 was fre¬

quently paid as an annual contribution
to the State campaign fund, but that It
was not a regular thing and that he
ra.ild not roni-mber the year« in-which
It was paid.
The New York Life Insurance Com¬

pany, he Bald, also contributed, but' not
nearly so much. No other Insu rane com¬
panies contributed, so far as ho knew.
Senator Platt said he was. expected In

return for the contribution» to influence'
legislation when any measures were hos¬
tile to the Insurance companies. He add¬
ed that he does not know Andrew Hamil¬
ton nor anything about Hamilton's ac¬
tivity beforo the legislature.
He knew nothing about Andrew C,

Kleids, who represented the Mutual Life
Insurance Company at Albany.' Senator
l'Iati said alno that he had received fre¬
quent contributions of ???,??? each from
the Mutual. Life Insurance Company.
"So far as you know, Senator, what

have tin. Insuranco companies done In
regard to shaping legislation or pro-
venting legislation In this State?" asked
Mr. Hughes.
"I don't know anything they have dorre;

I never Inquired Into that, «or havo they
¦.ought my Inlluenco at nil In reference
to It," said Mr. Platt.
"Do you know what disposition has

been made of the contributions hy the
Insurance companies for State ea.ni-
jiiigns?" ,

.'I don't know anything about it. sir.
I turned these contributions over to the
Suite Committee, and then my connec¬
tion with them ceased."

No Cash For Candidates.
"Do you know whether by virtue of

¦.neh contribuions any ¡altotments ot
money were made for tho purpose of hell¬
ing the campaign of candidates for th..
..i'gislature?"

There was not that I know of."
.Inquiries havo been made from timo,

!o time here with regard to the Insurance
department; what influence hud the in-KUranco'companies In regard to the an-
polntment of the superintendent of hi-
iiirunce, so far as you know?"
"I don't th.nk they hud any inlluenco

»o far us G know."
"Hnvo you ever been usked, Senator,

on behalf of any of the Insurance com¬
panies to Intervene In tholr favor by
W.iHon of such conr ri butions?"
"Never in Ihe world."
"In connection with matters of legis¬

lation of the Insurance depurimeli I?".
"Nover in Iho world."
"At nil In connection with matters of

legislation ?"
"Thoy have never usked me in tlio

world."
"And you have never done anything

of the Itln-l?"
"I hnvo not."

Contributions Justified.
Tlie s"iia»or expressed tho opinion that

life Insuranco companies wero Justified
In niM.'ni- canii>a'gn contributions whllo
tho gold Issue wns at slul... Ho did not
euro to piss upon Ihe Jiisilllcutlon of tlio
trompnnles In giving money for State
.-iinipalRlis.
''What udvnnlago cuuld thoy get by so

cotitr'butlng?" usked Mi;, Hughes.
"They got It through mo nt being con¬

nected with tho Stute· roinmlttee. They
ivould be very likely to defend them tit
times when It wns necessary; I never
iind ocoaslon to do It."
"Havo thoy over requested your sup¬

port In any mutter?"
"They never havo."
"I iind"i*stood you to say they would

expect you would! support or luhfond
them; now, what eines of possibilities
had you In minti '? paving thut? To seo
Iho l-eg'Blatui-o did not outlet legislation
Which 'hey thought hostile, to policy-
holders."
"That Is «bout what II would ntnount

to."
"How could you control that sltun-

? inn ·"'
. .....

"I could not control It.
"How could you In any way Inlluenco

|i?"
"I might hnvo fo.»o Influence."
'Through the disposition of tho monoy,_

'

(Continued on Third Vage.)
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HIS FATE s

Trial of the Midshipman
Meriwether Starts

This Morning.
MUCH SYMPATHY

FOR YOUNG MAN

Naval Circles Are Stirred and
Many, Especially the Women
Think That He Should
Not Be Held Respon¬
sible For Branch's

Death.

ANNAPOLIS, MD., November 21..

Preparations are complete for the begin¬
ning ot the court-martial Which will try
Midshipman Minor Meriwether, "Jr., on

three chargea connected with the death
of Midshipman James R. Branch, which
occurred after tho two had ongaged In a

prearranged fist fight at the Naval Acad¬
emy. The sessions will begin at 10 o'clock
to-morrow morning, and will be held In
tho bam-like building originally erected
as a temporary recitation lia 11. It face-
the. Maryland '-Avenue drive of tho Acad¬
emy, anrl Is about fifty yards from th_
maln gate.
Nothing has- stirred naval circle, so

much In recent years as this affair, and
.sympathy Is very general for Meriwether.
The feeling among the older and better
thinking officers Is one of condemnation
of pitched battles and other affairs under

MINOR MERIWETHER, JR.
The Trial by Court-Martlal of tlie Mid¬

shipman Charged with Man¬
slaughter Starts To-day,

the "Code," but there are some who de¬
fend both. A notable fact Is the almost
universal feeling among -women here that
Meriwether should come out of his trial
practically unpunished,
Most of .the· members of the court have

arrived ln Annapolis. Admiral Francis
M. Ramsay pfcsldont of the court, will
be the guest oí Admiral James H. Sands,
superintendent of the Academy, while he
is here. ,

Commodore R. L. Pythian has been ox-
eused from duty on the court at his own

request, and Captain R. E. Berry de¬
tailed in his place. Admiral Pythian was
.-it the time of his retirement tho senior
to every member of tlie court, but was

retired as commodore, Thus both Ad¬
miral Ramsay and Admiral McCormlck
now rank liiin.

APPROVES PRESIDENT'S
PLAN AND SAWS WOOD
(By Associated Pre«·'«.)

JACK-ONVl!·,-."·-. FLA.. November 21.
-The Georgia Inter-State Sawmill Asso¬

ciation, composed of saw-mill, men from
GV-org'u and Florida, met hern to-day and
endorsed President Roosevelt's railway
rute policy.

\-·-:..
A. C. L. Increases Dividend.

(By* Associated Press,)
NEW YORK. November 21..Tlio direc¬

tors of ihe Atlantlo Coast Lino Railway
to-day declared u scni'-unnual dividend
of 3 per cent., which Is an Increaso ot
liiilf of one per cent

IN L. & N. DIVIDEND
Said That Stock Will Be Placed

on Seven Per cent, Basis
at Next Meeting.

Followng the dsapponitnioni con*.·

fluent op tlm failure of the Atlantic Coast
Line directors to declare 'a 4 per pent,
quarterly dividend, conies the rumor that

Louisyllle anil Niislivlllo will hi· placed on

a 7 per icnt. biiKls at thu m'xt 'meeting·
What ihu foundation for tlio rumor Ih

no oua HiiiMiis to Ik» nl)3<- to say, hut til«
fuel remullís that Mr. Hi-nry Wall ni«,

who controle tho Loiiisvillo and Nasn-

vllle, waa In tlio oily yesterday, and

tliut those who aro doso to hlm w.iu

dlsciissiilg Ilio proposed iner-iisi».
If Loursvilli· aivd Nii.liv'IK' Ih «lii.cn

on -a 7 jier -_.nl, ?«*·».». ??? income fror
lho .lock bel.I by Dm Atlanti'· Cojis
Lino W.j llner-a-- somt-1hing over íSu.,-
c<__ ii year.

SOMEBODY'S THANKSGIVINGl· DINNER.

DIG CIEIT EHI
His Name is AVard, and He Says

He Has the Experience
and Backing.

BUILT RAILROAD IN CUBA

Besides Familiarity with Work,
Mr. Ward Claims to Under¬

stand Conditions.

(From Our Regular Correspondent.)
"WASHINGTON, D. C, November 21.-

A Virginian will seek to obtain the con¬

tract for the construction of the Panama,

cinal. His name Is Ward, and ho has

completed contracts for Important work

in various paxts of the world. His namo

j Is chiefly known In railway construction
circles' through his havingr built the Cuban
Central Railroad for the Van Dom syn¬

dicate, a piece of work that attracted
considerable attention.
Mr. Ward has resided in Panama, for

several years, ls familiar with the peo¬

ple and conditions on the Isthmus, and,
In addition, Is thoroughly acclimated. Hu
was here for some time up to several
days ago, when he went to New York
to see his children, who are In school in
that city. That he intends to make a

determined effort to secure the contract
for the construction of the canal, if v.he.
Intention of the commission to let to
contract tho actual work of digging tho
canal be carried out, there ls no doubt,
according to a. government official, who
ls Intimately acquainted with hlni.
Mr. Ward was born in Virginia about

fifty years ogro, In Stafford or Spotsyl-
van I a counties. He has steadfastly avoid,
ed newspaper notoriety In connection wltt>
the matter of bidd ng for the canal work-
and the information that he will try to
get the contract comes from Secretary
Moseley, ot the Interstate Commerce
Commission, who knows him well. Mr.
Ward says there will not be great dilfi-
culty tn building tho canal, and that any
contractor familiar with the work to ho
dono Is In a position to bid on It, pro¬
vided ho has the proper financial back¬
ing, which'itiis said ho will have.

TO SING SIMG PRISON
FOR ILLEGAL VOTING

(By Associates Press.)
NEW YORK, November 21..The first

sentence for illegal votine at New York's
recent election was passed to-day upon
Edward Meade. Ho was sentenced to
Sins Sing prison for not less than two
years, nor more than threo years and six
months. He pleaded guilty to voting twice
on election day.

SHAW TO ADDRESS
TAMPA BOARD OF TRADE

(By Associated Press.)
TAMPA, .i*r__A., November 21 .-A tele¬

gram received to-night from Secretary
of tho Treasury Shaw states that he will
bo In Tampa Thursday as tho guest of
the board of trade and tho Pair Asso¬
ciation und will sneak here on tin» Issues
of* the day and bo tho guest of honor at
a banquet,

SALOON KEEPER PAIO
JOHN KRUP'S BDWD

Disclosure in New York Election
Contest Made by Krup's

Counsel.
(|3y Associated Press.)

NEW VOItiC. November 31..It beenmo
known io-day that tho man who fur¬
nished »5,000 ball for John Krup, who
dlsa jipen rod last week on the day sot.
foi· ·1)?? trial on tho chargo of Illegal
voting In tlio Eighteenth "A. sembly I.|s-
trlct, was John F, Picket!, u saloon¬
keeper on 'I'liirii Avonuo, ??\??· T-venly-
Miooiid 'Street. This disclosure followod
tho iipiit'.irun··..« to-duy before '«<< groml
jury of Krup's counsel, Churlos P, OU.
Ion, who lust weok refused lo answvi*

questions put,' to hlni before tho jurv.
Dillon to-day wus directed by nwordor
Goff to answer thoso questions. I'iekoti
was mibpoonueii by Attorney-dent'ivl
Mivyer to appetir beforo tho grand jury
'to-morrow, when Dillon ulso will ??»
further examined. ,

'IGEI II) LINE
Only Two of Six Republican
Committeemen Agree to

Sttpport President.

CULLOM AND DOLIVER PAT

Other Members of Interstate
Commerce Committee Refuse

Co-operation Now.

(By Associated Press.)
WASHINGTON, D. C, Nov. 21..Di¬

vergent views developed at a conferenco
of Republican members of tho Senato
committee on Interstate Commerce to¬

day. The conference followed a régulai-
meeting of the' committee ln the after¬
noon and was attended by six of the
eight Republican'1" members. Of the six
members attending tho conference It
developed that Senatore Elklns, Aldr'ch,
Kenn and Foraker were nearly In ac·

cord on one side, aiid Senators Cullom
jai.d Doll.ver wero on the other. No
propositions were advanced, but the four
Senators In the first group mentioned In-
d.caied the.r des.re for Iiarmonlous ac¬
tion and not too radical legislation.
Ssnators Cullom and Dolllver insisted
that the only way w havo harmonious
Republican action was for all the Re-
pubi cans to get in Uno with the Presi¬
dent and support his recommendation'·.
The other Senators suggested that the
proposition of the President had not been
crystal'zed sufficiently to determine, just
what he wanted.
Previous to the conference the convmit-

tee held ? meeting attended by Senators
E'klre, Cullom. Aldrich, Kean, Dolliv«-r,
Foraker and M311ard, Republican!!, and
Senators TUlman. Foster and Newlands,
democrats. Besides Clapp, Republican,
tlie other absentees were McLaurln and
Car-mack, (Democrat*". The meeting- of
the committee was devoted to Informal
discussion and routine work. The testi¬
mony and papers received since the last
meeting of the committee were ordered
printed, nnd nn adjournment was taken
until to-morrow.

MURPHY'S PRñtHER
TO FACE GBAfl.D JURY

(Bv Associated Press.)
NEW YORK, November 21..The grand

lurv which Is Invesllrrntlng rlcr-t'on
frauds to-'dav ?-iibDoetia''d John J. Murnhy,
brother of Charles F. Murnhy, the lender
of Tammnnv Hall, and James E. Gnff-
ncv nldcrman from the Elirhtcenth As-
Bomblv District, in wb'ch Charles F Miir-
nliv lives. John J. Murphy Is a partner
In 'the New Vork Contrant'ner Compnny
and tlie w'fe of James Gaffney Is sa'd
to be a pnrtner In tho same company
Bo'h men were exoti'sed foi" the day and
will be heard to-morrow.

THE WEATHER.
¡- Forecast: Virginia.Fair Wednesday and
Thursday: llRlit north winds.
North Carolina. South Carolina and

C'corßla.Fair Wednesday and Thursday:
fresh northeast to north winds on tha
coast.

T;.·. rmometer This Day Last Year
.? m .04 0 P. M.82
¦t p. M.07 12 midnight.-l'i
9 A. M.57 6 P. M.5S

(Average.47 1-3.)

Conditions Yesterday.
Richmond's weather was clear and cold.

Riiiisi· of the thermometer:
HAM.3B OR m.J.I
)2 M.41 9 P. ??.j .J.
3 p. M..«¡_32 midnight."'37
Highest Inniperiitiii" yesterday. 44
Lowest terni .rature yesterday. 34
Mean temperature yesterday . 3.1
Ntirinul teinpcruture yesterday. 49
Deplirturi! from normal tuiiipei-utur..,,. 10

Condition in Important Cities.
(At 6 1". Mm Eastern Time.)

l'Itti·«*. Ther. nigh· t. Wcotlicr.
AMievlJI·», N. (V.3' ·· Clear
Augusta . -W 00 I'leur
Alluma, flu. 33 f.1 I'lou.ly
llilffiilo. N. V.»? i'l I'l.'iir
I'liu.lotl- .?? 4>i Cl-nr
Olmrle-toii . *"» M Clem·
Cllielnnutl. 0.3" 1S Clear
Ocliolt, Ml.'li.-·' 40 l'I«'»!'
'Huilerai-. N» 0._·. ·"'*-' l'|,'"i·
Jaoli. invili... **· "?". Itiilii
Kiy W.'sl, l'la. ·0 '.a Cinur
M..I.II«·. W «"IHal»
New orluun».*H Hü t.'luii.ly
New Yorli Cliy. '.' II Clour
Norfolk . ¦'*» 42 Cluiir
l'liubui'., I'". ¦» 'I Clear
JUiluIgh . «?> ß·? Clear
St. Louis. M.. V> M C'leitr
Tiunpii. FI«. '·¦ 7" »ulM
Wlliiilii.t"!!' .¦·· *>' 42 Clear

Miniature Almanac,
November 22. l|)or>.

Sun rises.ß:_8 ..HIGH TIDE.
Bun sets. I:·;·' Mornln«·.32:20
Moon rlsrs..,. 1:5* Bvenln«.12:50

Big Battleship Dashes Over
Measured Mile at 19.74

Miles An Hour.

RHODE ISLAND IS BEATEN

Fighting Ship Finishes Test in
a Time Beyond Contract

Requirements.

ROCKLAND, ME.. November 21..Tho
new battleship Virginia, a product of the
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Doc!;

Company, In ' her screw standardizing
tests to-day, made one dash over the
measured mile qfi Owl's Head at the
speed of 19Í74 knots an hour, a new

American mllo record- for ships of her
class, and .31 parts .oi .a knot faster than
that mado by the Rhode Island throo
weeks ago.
The spurt was made on the third of tho

eleven runs, during which It was ascer¬
tained that 129.3 revolutions of her screws
aro necessary for the Virginia to main¬
tain her coi-tract speed of 19 knots an·
hour. The Rhode Island required 125.3
revolutions to maintain tho same spec·).
The trial to-day was made under favor¬

able conditions, there being a fairly
strong off-shore breeze, which made"tha
courso comparatively smooth. The bat¬
tleship left the harbor shortly before 9
o'clock this morning, and after warming
tip ran up ihe bay, came back, nnd
headed for tho mile with her BmòUe-
stacks belching great clouds of· smoko
nnd the water tumbling In huge cataract.·)
over her bows. Tho .averago for live
best runs over the courso was 18.975 knots
an hour. The ma/chinery worked per¬
fectly and thero was very little vibra¬
tion at high speed. The starboard engine
averaged 129.82 revolutions, and tho port
129.22 revolutions while the vessels was

making her 19 knots.
The crew will be given a rest to-mor¬

row, and on Thursday tho Virginia will
start down iho coaat on her four-hour
endurance run, during which ohe must
show a speed of 19 knots an hour.
In addition to the trial board, headed

by Captain J. II. Dnyton, there was nn
hoard to-day Captain Seaton Schroeder,
who will command the Virginia after sho
goes Into commission.

TO REDUCE COTTON
ACREAGE NEXT YEAR

(By Associated Press.)
ATLANTA, GA.. Nov, 21..President

Harvle Jordan, ot the Southern Cotton
Association, In an Interview to-day said
that tho preparation to Ue up throe mil¬
lion hales of cotton nnd hold for higher
prices, In faco of an already established
short crop and unprecedented consump¬
tion Is well under way and promises suc¬
cessful results. He said: "Tho entlro
machinery of the association will bo put
In motion within a fow diiya pledging the
cctton growers ot the South to a reduced
ncrougo for next year. We will begin
thus enrly to hold down tho acreage to
givo the plontors full opportunity to
mnko arrangements for another year." '

INE AMALGAMATION
OF ¡¡¡? SCHOOLS

Joint Committee Do Not Reach
a Conclusion and Conces¬

sions Necessary.
(Special to The Tlmcs-Dlspatch,)

CHAHLOTTDSVII-L·--, VA., November
.JH..Dr. Hauen and A. C. Brnjtton, a sub¬
committee from tho Medical College of
Virginia, wore hern to-day to discuss
tho ((liestion of the proposed uinalgama-
llou of that li-eiitutkiu with the _-H.dic.il
School of the Univ«r_ilty of Virginia.
At thu oloso of the conference no defluito
statement could be obtalnod as to Iho
coucluslpna reached. It can be safely
.said, however, thfU. the Joint cominltloo
has reached a position In which It Is Im¬
possible to go any further without du-
elded concessions from ono sitio or thu
other,
Tho timo for the next, mooting of the

commit too has not yet boon ilxed.

Cotton Estimate.
Illy Associated Prosa.)

CHARLOTTE, ?. C. November _U.--Tlin
Charlotte Cotton IJxchnnga «nd Hoard of
Trade issued ut noon to-day Ita cvstlmale
of the eotlon crop, placing the entire cron
in tho South at Vi,.-.-,*.·-. bale*.. ¥

Annual Banquet of New
York Chamber of

Commerce,

MONTAGUE AND
ALDERMAN SPEAK

Former Responds to the Toast,
"Our United Country," and

the LaUcr to "The. Mak¬
ing of a National

Spirit" in Elo¬
quent Words.

(By Associated Press.)
NEW YORK, Nov. 21..The Chamber

of Commcrco held Ils one hundred and
thirty-seventh annual bntíquet to-night
in Delinonicos'. Morris K. Jessup, pres¬
ident of the chamber, presided, and with
him sat Joseph H, Choatc, General Hor¬
ace Porter, Brigadier-General Frederick
D. Grant, Rear Admiral Joseph B. Cogh-
Ihh, Governor Andrew J. Montaguo, of
Virginia; Dr. Edwin A. Alderman, pres¬
ident of tho University of Virginia; Wl-
linm Rldgely, Comptroller of the Cur·
renlcy; Alfred Jlosely, C. IvL G., and
Leutenant-Generol Adner R. Chaflee.
The flrst toast of, the evening was to

the President of the -""United Statee, and
this was followed by a toast to the King
of England. Then followed tho toast
"England and America," to which Mr.
Choate resporded.
Genoral Porter responded to tho tonst,

"The Diplomatic and Commercial Rela¬
tions Between the Two Great Repub¬
lics." Governor Montague, of Virginia,
spoke to the toast, "Our United Coun¬
try," and President Alderman to the
toast, "The Making of a. National Spirit."
Governor Montague's Speech.
r.*.«'Orr,<it. ?-???*» q<*-M-> on id:
The Insistent hospitality of your Cham¬

ber finds me a reluctant but appreciative
recipient of the honor you do me. and
the theme assigned Is at least congenial
to my patriotism if embarrassing to my
poor abilities. '"-

"Otir. United Country" Is doubtless dear
to the·'gentlemen ofthle assemblage, who
have contributed so much to Its growth
and power. The subject, too, Is happily
named, for It Is at onco Its own state¬
ment, and the ¡.tatement, its own de¬
monstratlon.
Never before in the life of our peo¬

ple has there been so fraternal a union
of States or so unalloyed and copious an
American fellowship." Tho Jealousies
evolved by the revolution of the co'onles:
the disagreement about the meaning and
disposition of the rostilts of ·. that war;
the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions,
South, and the Hartford convention.
North; the sectional discords provoked
by the wars of 1812 and 1845; the smould¬
ering antagonisms from 1S50 to 1S60; the
fire and sword of our great fratricidal
struggle; and the wrongs and follies of
reconstruction aftermath.nil have passedInto the alchemy of time and progress,
.and out of the transmutation survives the
chastened and more potent entity.our
united*country, "an Indissoluble union of
Indestructible States."
.But what is strange In all this? Havo

not the several social groups, from which
our American group has come, been in¬
ured to discords and strifes? And havo
not their fierce divergencies contributed,
in the main, either to their stability or
reformation? The three hundred years
of contest for tho federation of Ger¬
many; tho strivings of William tho Silent
for the Dutch Itopubllc; the revolution
and La Veneto of FFance; tho religious
wars of .Scotland; the struggle for the
unification of Italy; the secession war of
Switzerland.have all made contributions
to the structural unities of theso respec¬
tive groups.
And what of the half-century conflict

between Lancaster and York, and who
now wears tho rose of either house?
M'hat has become of foolish Charles and
grim Cromwell, with tholr cavaliers and
roundheads? What of the bitter words
of tongue and pen thrown back and forili
across tho Atlantic? What of tho Stamp
Tax and the resentful but Inevitable Dec¬
laration of Independence? What, of tho
agony of Valley Forgo and the triumph
of Yorktown?
There nre for-bonrs, all; mon of llko

passions, acquainted with llko divisions
and groping with similar problems, though
under different conditions. Their dissen¬
sions havo served to shako their several
people to a sturdier baso; and havo not
our many rudo Jostles brought us to a
firmer If not a now foundation?

Bonds of Fraternity.
The. task of our conscript fathers to

form and· fashion a federal government
was stupendous. What precedent, what
prototype could thoy lay hands upon?
The Achaean Leaguo wus avallo bio more
in Imagination than In history, They
could build the ship, but tho currents and
winds und charts of tho sens were beyond
their Ftrnlnlng visions. They could make
a Stato a nation, but how could they ad¬
just ono lo the other? Tho embryo of
adjustment wus, however, tn the womb
of our civilization, but tho sorrowful tra¬
vail awaited the Caesarian knife of bat«

(Contlnuod on Third Pngo.)

STEVENS SUCCEEDS

Former President of Brooks'
Locomotive Works Now Head

of Amer, Locomotive Co.
(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

NEW YORK, November 21..At a moot¬
ing of tho executlvo commltteo of the
board of directors of the American Loco,
motive Company, which concern contrôle
the Richmond l/nconu>tlvo Works, Fred¬
erick II. Stevens was elected chairmen.
Mr. Slovens was president of tho llrooks

Locomotive Works, of Dunkirk, N. Y.
prior to tholr absorption by tho American
Locomotivo Company, lie law buen a
dlrctor and member of tho executivi)
commit I en of tho company for somo
years. Ho will now not ue chlof oxeen-
Uve officer of tho company, ponding th·;
appointment of a président to succeed
A. J. 1'ltkln.

Admiral Train in Cavité.
(By Associated Press.)

MANILA, ?'V. _!..l.._.cl-Admiral Train,
on liquid Ills fl.i .,-lui>. tliu biutlunlllp uni.,,
.Miti ac_Diii|.aii!i!_l hy tho bat t lentil)) Oregon,
arrived ni Cavito thl. morning, from purl-
on the China count.

EMERSON TAKES
'S PUCE

Stockholders of ?. C. L,
Elect a New

President.
.

INCREASE DECLARED
IN ANNUAL DIVIDEND

Mr. George B. Elliott Is Madf
Assistant General Counsel.

Headquarters of Presi¬
dent Will be Moved
From New York
to Wilmington.

The -tockholders of the AUantlo Coast
Uno Railroad at their annual meeting
held yesterday morning at the company'*
ofllces, in this city, elected Mr. T. M.
Emerson president, In place of Mr. R.
T. Brwln, who resigned.
Tho announcement of tlie resignation,

of Mr. Edwin carne like a thunder clap
to the stockholders, who filled the room.
The president had just flulshed .reading
his annual report when Mr. Henry Wal¬
ters, chairman of the board, and th·
controller of tho majority «took of the
company, aroso and quietly propoeed M*r.
Emerson for president.. Mr. Walter·
took occasion to praise the admlnlelra-
tlon of Mr. Erwin, and to tell the slock·
holders that the retiring president wo-ulj
etili be closely Identified with the af¬
fairs of th_ road, eerving on the board
of directors and aa president of several
subsidiary companies controlled by th*
Atlantlo Coast Line.
Me. »__rv*|In 'seconded MS·. l"_n**.rr_<$i'.nomination, and after complimenting the

stockholders on their -election of Mr.
Emerson, who he said had served the
road for thirty years, concluded by say¬
ing that there would be no rivalry be¬
tween Mr. Emerson and himself other
than ln affection for the company.
Mr. Emerson. In accepting the presi*,

dency, said that he had been connected
with the company since 1875, four' years
longer than Mr. Etrwln, and that he
hoped to be connected with It for thirty,
years more. ?
Mr.· Walters announced that the presi¬dent's headquarters hereafter would he

at Wilmington, N. C.
The reason given for Mr. Erwln'e re¬

tirement was his far removal from the
base: of action; he having moved to'
Hartfo.-,· Conn.;· with offices In New
Tork. II wns found (impracticable to_
manage the company's affairs from such'
a distance, and so Mr. Erwin deter¬
mined to retire as the head of the roar!,
but to still retain the other offices he has
held for some years.

Increase in Dividends.
The next action of the stockholders in

Importance was the abolition of the
finance committee of the duties of which
will In future he managed by the ex¬

ecutive committee.
Previous to tho meeting of the stock*

holders, the directors of the' company
met and declared ?a 3 per cent, semi¬
annual dividend, In place of the 2". per
cent, seml-a-inual dividend which had
beem declared last year. This actiop
was In the nature ot a disappointment
to many, ns It had been thought that it
4 per cent, semi-annual, or S per cent,

annual, dividend would have been de¬
clared. Tho stock went down a point
on the news, which, strange to say, came
to the brokers here over the Now York
wiro, although tho meeting was held
In this city.
The directors also elected Mr. George

B. Elliott as assistant general counsel
of tho company, with headquarters at
Wilmington, N. C. Ho. will take charge
of his new office on December 1st. There
were several other changes talked over,
which will be mnde and announced later.

Directors Elected.
The meeting, with forty stockholdei-a

present, wus called to order at 11 o'clock,,
and Mr. John P. Branch, as has been
tho custom for years, wa-· mado chair¬
man, and Mr. ?. B. Borden, secretary.
Mr. Alexander Hamilton. Mr. Frederick

XX'. Scott nnd Mr. Borden wero appointed
a committee on proxies. While these gen¬
tlemen wero out, cnguged in examining
tho proxies, the announcement was made
by Mr. Brunch that the dividend had
been Increased ono per cent, per annum.
"It will bo increased another one per
cent, next year," said Mr. Brranch, nnd
the stockholders laughed pleasantly. '"

Amongst those present wero Mr. Henry.
Walters, of Ualtimore, chairman of the
board; Mr. .Morton P. Plant, of New
Vork; Mr. R, G. Erwin, president of the
Atlantlo Const Line; Mr. T. M.' Emerson,
the newly elected president; Mr. M. J.
O'Brliin. president Adams Express Com¬
pany nf New York; Mr. Slg. Neustadt, of
Now York; Mr. Michael Jenkins, of Bal¬
timore; Mr. Alexander Hamilton, of Pitts-
burg; Mr. Pied XV. Scott. Mr. John P.
Branch, Mr. George Colo Scott, Mr Ed¬
ward W. Scott, Jr., Mr. Thomas B. Scott,
Mr. Dllhurn Myers, Mr. Georgo T. Seay,
Mr. Wnldo Newcomer, of Baltimore*
Judgo XV. T. Leake, président of Wash»
??????-Soiithern; Mr. J. J. Lucas, of
North Carolila; Mr. E. J. Willis; _*f,
H. E. Baskervllle, Mr. H. L. Cabell, Mr.
XV, Brydon Ten nan t, Mr. Frank A,
Davenport, Mr, Crump, Major Sully, Mr.
It. Ij. Borden, of New York; Mr. E. R.
Borden, of North Carolina; Mr. J*. P.
Tost, of Wilmington; Mr. C. T. wilffiun·,
of Norfolk; Mr. Donald MacKae, of.
North Carolina; Mr. Hugh MacRa'e, of
North Carolina; Mr. II. B. Short, of
North Carolina: Major John Georg« and
Colonel Maury.
U was stated after Ihe meeting th·!

tho combined wealth of the directors of
tho Atlantic Coast Une ? ·. nembied
amounted to inore thuii one hundred and
tweiity-flvo millions nf rlollurs.

Vice-Presidents.
The vi-.'0-preslih-nts won. <·|,.·a.·,? ¡ir, f,,:-

Iowb: first Vi«'--.-re-Idem-, Alexander
Hámulo»·. eti'i-Hburg; Second Vlca-
Hr.sldeiit. 0. B, find-den. ««f Charleston jThU vu'»--···'-'*1·····1'·· ·¦· -'· --"<·<··>·, of
WllmlnKU*«»· ., ,.

-i'lvus- uttli.·«!·" were he'd hy th« «am«
c_iiilem.ii lust year, except tii»t Mr,
K.nly Bn<>1' "I* from i0Ul'"· to third vice-

president. No four!!! vlce-preeidept w__

-lectori.
On motion ot Mr. Waller«, the follow«

_t. .xiiiirinlni* board was elected: _I«__M,


